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APPL-NO: 09/ 766293 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: January 19, 2 001 

RELATED -US -APPL -DATA : 

Application 09/766293 is a continuation-in-part-of US application 09/336031, filed 
June 18, 1999, PENDING 

INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/60 

US -CL- PUBLISHED: 705/35 
US -CL- CURRENT: 705 /35 

REPRESENTATIVE -FIGURES : 1A 
ABSTRACT : 

The present invention provides a method and system for the archival and retrieval of 
symbolically and categorically linked information preferably in the form of 
documents or data records. The method and system enables the archival and retrieval 
of information despite idiosyncratic symbol usage. A master symbol database stores a 
plurality of master symbols and a categorical symbol database stores a plurality of 
categorical symbols, wherein each master symbol and categorical symbol are formatted 
according to a predetermined structure. Users may archive or retrieve symbolically 
linked information in an information database by providing an input symbol. If 
necessary the system normalizes the input symbol where the input symbol may include 
either or both a master symbol and a categorical symbol . After the input symbol is 
normalized the system searches either or both the master symbol database and the 
categorical symbol database in order to find a matching master symbol and a matching 
categorical symbol. Information is then retrieved or archived base upon either or 
both the matching master symbol and the matching categorical symbol. 



CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 
09/336,031, filed Jun. 18, 1999. 
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